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famine,   partly  by   emigration   and   absorption   in   the
Muhammadan population.

But in speaking of the former Turkish government
a distinction should always be drawn between the
" Palace," that is, the Sultan's residence at Yildiz, and
the " Sublime Porte," that is, the official heads of the
Administration. The situation will be best understood
by assuming a spirit of direct antagonism, based on con-
flicting interests, permanently prevailing between, say,
Windsor Castle and Downing Street. In his official
report presented to the Sultan in October 1895, and
later in other writings,1 Murad Bey, late Imperial Com-
missioner to the Public Debt, clearly shows that a great
gulf existed between the Cabinet and the Palace, where
the Sultan was surrounded by sycophants, favourites, and
unscrupulous adventurers. In their hands the Sultan
himself, however well intentioned, was helpless, and it is
made clear that for a long time the palace had been a
hotbed of intrigue, overruling the action of the Ministers,
consulting personal interests alone, and fomenting dis-
orders throughout the provinces, for the express purpose
of upholding the former state of affairs and preventing
the introduction of the urgently needed reforms. As a
remedy for the prevailing chaos, Murad Bey suggested the
dismissal of the Sultan's favourites, the suppression of
privileges, the establishment of all races and religions on
a footing of equality, the constitution of a deliberative
Assembly, freedom of the press, a general amnesty, and
the limitation of the power of the Palace (that is, of the
Sultan's autocracy) to the choice of the Grand Vizier to
be appointed by the European Ambassadors. A change
in the succession to the Crown and other practical
measures in harmony with modern ideas were also proposed

1 Especially Le Palais de Yildiz et le Sublime Porte, Paris, December